CITY OF DOWNS

Regular Council Meeting
June 16, 2025 - 5:30 p.m.
715 Railroad Street
Downs, Kansas 67437

Downs City Council met in regular session on Monday June 16, 2025, 5:30 p.m., at City Hall.
Council members present: Heather Hancock, Joyce Hake, Collin Jones, John Cordill, and John
Bisnette. Others present: Scot Loyd, Brady Pound, Harry Colburn and Miranda Robinson.
Mayor Vienna Janis called the meeting to order and led in the flag salute.

Minutes

Heather moved, John C. seconded, to approve regular meeting minutes from June 2, 2025 as
amended. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Staff Reports

Collin Jones, Animal Control, reported he put a fence guard around the fence at 812 Division
Street to see if that helps with the barking dog noise. He contacted dog owners who have not
tagged their dogs as of May 31. City Clerk reported some have been in to tag their dogs but not
all.

Harry Colburn, Code Enforcement, reported he has four property owners he will be giving a 30-
day notice to comply, if not they will get a request to appear at municipal court notice.

In the water report, Colburn stated he had ordered chlorine for the water plant. Nitrate samples
are being done monthly, but he hopes with the lower testing numbers it will go back to quarterly
soon. Colburn also stated he is now using Osborne County Health Department to get water
samples to the state testing lab, as they have a carrier that comes to get samples with no charge
to the city.

Brady Pound, City Superintendent, reported there is a manhole and sewer line that needs to be
fixed. Kingsbury found it while they were in town sewer jetting last week. Brady will get a quote
from Mayer Specialty Services out of Goddard for the next meeting.

He mentioned getting a quote from Wayne’s Tree Service to remove the tree in the area at Circle
Drive and Ross Streets.

Brady is also waiting on a quote from Kaleb Jones to add electric work for generators at two well
houses and Memorial Hall. Bisnette reported that he got TK Electric to work up a quote for
Memorial Hall as well.

Pound reported that the summer help is busy working on mowing city properties and getting
ready for Celebration. The bathrooms at roadside park have been worked on which includes
grinding the doors and new handles on men’s side.

There is an issue with the pool pump as it is making a loud noise but it’s still pushing good
pressure. Colburn and Pound think possibly something is stuck in the pump such as a rock.
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Miranda Robinson, City Clerk, reported on current monthly financials for the city so far, and the
pool profits are at $6,216.55.

On behalf of the library, the City Clerk requested permission to submit a grant application to
Osborne County Community Foundation for bathroom fixture updates. Heather moved, Collin
seconded, to allow the City Clerk to apply for a grant for the library bathroom fixture updates
through Osborne County Community Foundation. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Robinson looked into the pricing for banners from Consolidated Printing out of Salina, the same
company as before, to print 10 banners and they will be $125/piece plus freight. Council
suggested she look into grant opportunities.

Clerk Robinson reported that due to discussion at the last meeting, she ordered six new lounge
chairs for the pool, however she is still waiting on shipping confirmation.

The Fire Department reported they received a donation from the Lighthouse Church Trustees.

Heather mentioned that the pool will have free swim on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of
Celebration that is sponsored by Brush Art. She spoke with the insurance agency concerning the
addition of a slide and it would be completely approved with no increase as the pool has a
blanket coverage policy. The slide quote with delivery is roughly $5,500 with no install. Heather
would like the council’s approval to chase funds for the slide. John C. moved, J ohn B. seconded,
to approve Heather to pursue funding for the slide addition at the pool. Motion carried with 4
ayes.

Permits

John B. moved, Collin seconded, to approve contractor’s license 25-39. Motion carried with 5
ayes.

Collin moved, Heather seconded, to approve building permits 25-15 to 25-19. Motion carried
with 5 ayes.

Collin moved, John C. seconded, to approve special use permits 25-54 to 25-56. Motion carried
with 5 ayes.

New Business

Scot Loyd, CPA, was present to review the proposed budget for 2026 with the council. The
assessed value was up for the City. Discussion was held on the mill levy and debt services
amounts.

John B. moved, John C. seconded, to approve the applications for the Neighborhood Exterior
Maintenance and Demolition Cost Share Programs: #25-02 by Janet Carl for $500
reimbursement; #25-03 by Julie Hartsock for $500 reimbursement; #25-04 by Jesse Janssen
for demolition of house at 715 Delaware for $1,000 reimbursement; #25-05 by Jesse Janssen for
demolition of house at 1305 Morgan Ave. for $1,000 reimbursement. Motion carried with 5
ayes.
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John B. moved, Heather seconded, to allow the mayor to sign the Connecting Links Agreement
with KDOT. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

The Downs Cemetery roads were addressed as they are needing some attention. Brady stated
that adding rock for the whole cemetery is going to cost roughly $15,000. Council suggested he
look into that for the fall starting at the north end and possibly only doing part this year.

Old Business
The Beloit Medical Center has everything out of the old clinic building that belongs to them.
Council discussion was held on when and where to run advertisements for sealed bids. Bids will
be open from July 1 to October 3, 2025 at noon.

Vouchers & Payroll

Joyce moved, Collin seconded, to approve vouchers and payroll as presented. Motion carried
with 5 ayes.

With no further business, John B. moved, Joyce seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion
carried with 5 ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m.
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