CITY OF DOWNS

Regular Council Meeting
January 5, 2026 - 5:30 p.m.
715 Railroad Street

Downs, Kansas 67437

Downs City Council met in regular session on Monday January 5, 2026, 5:30 p.m., at
City Hall. Council members present: Joyce Hake, Collin Jones, John Cordill, Heather
Hancock, and John Bisnette. Others present: Bruce Berkley, Brady Pound, Harry
Colburn and Miranda Robinson. Mayor Vienna Janis called the meeting to order and led
in the flag salute.

Minutes

Joyce moved, John C. seconded, to approve regular meeting minutes from December 15,
2025. Motion carried with 4 ayes.

John B. moved, John C. seconded, to approve special meeting minutes from December
30, 2025. Motion carried with 3 ayes. Collin abstained.

Staff Reports

New council members Heather Hancock and Harry Colburn and Mayor Vienna Janis
were sworn in by the City Clerk. Mayor, City Clerk, and remaining council members
thanked John Cordill for his service to the City of Downs as a council member.

Animal Control Collin Jones reported he received a complaint about cats and he is
looking into it. Also, he got a report from the sheriff’s dept concerning possible
neglected dogs so he will check into that.

Code Enforcement Harry Colburn reported they are continuing with the 900 Osborne
property which was cleaned but there are items near the alleyway that still need to be
removed. A letter is being sent to the owner for continued cooperation.

In the water report, Colburn provided the council with a renewal quote from HACH for
the nitrate analyzer stabilization. Heather moved, Joyce seconded, to approve the
HACH quote in the amount of $1,208. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

In the sewer report, Pound stated they need to order cold water enzymes for the lagoons
and gave council a quote of $1,456.00 for 2 5-gallon buckets. Joyce moved, Harry
seconded, to allow the City Superintendent to order cold water enzymes for $1,456 plus
freight from MARC. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

City Superintendent Brady Pound reported an issue with the skid steer, a hydraulic line,

but it was taken to the shop and fixed. He also reported he was able to put a new cord on
the pump that burnt up and he will keep it as back up for the sewer lift station at HUD.
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The City Crew is working on patching holes and fixing 2nd street from Ray to
Washington Street.

City Clerk Miranda Robinson reported that the office is working on the end of fiscal year
2025 and 4th quarter reports. She will be preparing W-2’s, 1099’s, and the 2025 Audit.

Robinson presented the Council with health insurance renewal rates for approval.
Discussion was held regarding the employee health insurance from Blue Cross Blue
Shield. Harry moved, Collin seconded, to accept the 2026 BCBS renewal rates and allow
the mayor to sign. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Robinson presented the Council with a quote for updating City Code online. John B.
moved, Harry seconded, to approve the annual quote of $1,250 for updating city code
online through Ranson Citycode Financial. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Permits

Heather moved, John B. seconded, to approve special use permits #26-21 to #26-25.
Motion carried with 4 ayes. Harry abstained.

John B. moved, Joyce seconded, to approve contractor’s license #26-25. Motion carried
with 5 ayes.

New Business

Heather moved, John B. seconded, to designate the State Bank of Downs as the main
depository for the City of Downs for 2026. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Collin moved, Harry seconded, to designate the Downs News & Times as the official
newspaper for the City of Downs for 2026. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Heather moved, Joyce seconded, to approve Resolution 2026-01, the GAAP waiver for
the year ending 2025. Motion carried with 5 ayes.

Mayor Janis appointed officers for 2026 as follows: Municipal Judge, Kenneth Lee; City
Attorney, Bruce Berkley; City Clerk, Miranda Robinson; Assistant City Clerk, Mary
Daharsh; Treasurer, Dave Draayer; Deputy Treasurer, Melanie Schreiner;
Building/Zoning Administrator, Harry Colburn; Code Enforcement, Harry Colburn; City
Superintendent, Brady Pound; Animal Control, Collin Jones. Joyce moved, Heather
seconded, to approve the mayor's appointments. Motion carried with 3 ayes. Harry and
Collin abstained.

Mayor appointed to the Parks & Rec committee for 2026: Amy Schmitt, John Schreiner,

Matt Eck, and Jake Brush. John B. moved, Harry seconded, to approve the mayor’s
appointments to the Parks & Rec committee. Motion carried with 5 ayes.
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Heather moved, Harry seconded, to appoint John Bisnette as council president. Motion
carried with 4 ayes, John B. abstained.

Vouchers & Payroll

Heather moved, Collin seconded, to approve vouchers and payroll as presented. Motion
carried with 5 ayes.

With no further business, Joyce moved, John B. seconded, to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried with 5 ayes. Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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2178



